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Religious Restrictions 


Recently my wife and I have been exploring the 
Ea ab adopting a baby. Where we live this miet 
be possible through the Social Services, the Council lor 
Christian Care or the Plymouth Diocesan Catholic 
Children’s Society. 


Jane was brought up a Catholic but has not been 
practising for some time. She remains committed to 
what she sees as Christian values and to a belief in God 
but not to Catholic dogma. It is fair to say that some of 
what she has seen priests and parishioners actually 
doing has undermined her faith in the sincerit of their 
beliefs. I was brought up nominally Church of England 
but effectively agnostic. Partly through Toc H I have 
developed a significant interest in religious and spiritual 
matters and have little time for materialist philosophies. 
I think I have Christian values but not a Christian 
belief. Both of us have considerable experience of 
working with children. We - and others who know us - 
believe that we could make good parents. Because Jane 
is not a ‘practising Catholic’ we cannot apply to the 
Plymouth Diocesan Catholic Children’s Society. 
Because we are not ‘practising members of a Christian 
Ne cannot apply to the Council for Christian 
are. 


Should Jane and I be considered unsuitable because of 
what we do or don’t believe? It seems to me that it is 
our standards of care and our capacity to love which 
are most important. Whilst I readily agree that what we 
believe and what we do may be closely linked, it is 
surely how we behave, not what we believe, which is 
crucial. I do recognise that both these adoption 
agencies have every right to impose whatever 
restrictions they wish on potential adoptive parents. | 
recognise too that I stand to gain if the auld change 
their rules to suit me. However, I also believe that the 
children for whom they are responsible might stand to 
gain as well. In fact, limiting applicants on the basis of 
belief is counter-productive. I believe that the agencies 
are the poorer for these restrictions. s 
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It seems to me that Toc H has a similar problem. In the 
best bits of Toc H everyone 1s welcome and there a 
no restrictions. People do things together and certainly 
nobody checks beforehand to see what you believe 
Amongst newcomers, especially on residential projects 
there is a huge attraction to Toc H’s openness and its 
mixture of people. Volunteers discuss values ang 
beliefs, but no particular standpoint is seen to be ‘right’, 


Where many volunteers have unease about Toc H is in 
our movement's written suggestions that there is a 
‘right’ way and that it is specifically Christianity that we 
should all be trying out. There are many young people 
who feel a real sense of belonging in Toc H and who 
contribute a great deal to il but they are frankly too 
honest to commit themselves ‘to practise the Christian 
way of life’ (as set out in the 4th Point of the Compass) 
and ‘to challenge their neighbours to seek the way of 
Christ’ (2nd Point), since they are honestly seeking ‘to 
find their own convictions’, which is exactly what we ask 
of them in the 3rd Point. 


In my experience most members are only too keen to 
welcome someone who will share in what they do and 
discuss what they believe. It is the openness to work 
with anyone and to test out what we each believe which 
is crucial to Toc H, not the attaining of any particular 
set of beliefs. 


The effect of what Toc H says about itself is that, like 
the adoption agencies, it limits applicants on the base 
of belief. As with the adoption agencies, this 1s 
counter-productive. I believe that Toc H is the poorer 
for these restrictions. 


Philip Douch 


E Philip Douch is a Development Officer based g 
Lindridge House in Devon. Š y; 
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In the first of a new series which 
looks at the different Christian 
denominations, Elizabeth Theokritoff 


writes about 


The Orthodox 
Church 


When the Holy Spirit came down at Pentecost and the 
Apostles began to preach, the people gathered in 
Jerusalem heard them speak in all their different 
languages. This was the starting point for Christian 
communities all around the Mediterranean world, and 
soon much further afield. Over the first few centuries of 
the Church’s life, these local communities came to be 
rouped around larger centres. Thus there emerged 
ive sister Churches based on centres of spiritual or 
political significance: Rome, Constantinople, 
Jerusalem, Antioch and Alexandria. Each was headed 
by a bishop, who later acquired the title of Patriarch 
(or, in Rome and Alexandria, Pope). 


In the course of the Church’s early history, many 
disputes arose over the interpretation of the Christian 
faith. Already in the book of Acts we can see the 
example of a disagreement over the rules to be imposed 
on converts. We can also see here the way in which 
such disputes are resolved - by a council, at which all 
the Church is represented. Later on there arose much 
graver disputes, such as the heresies which denied that 
Christ was really human, or that he was really Gad. In 
response to such teaching, the Church defined its own 
teaching in more detail in the seven Ecumenical 
Councils, the first in 325 and the last in 787. The term 
ecumenical means that these councils concerned, and 
were accepted by, the Church throughout the known 
world (oikoumene in Greek). The Church referred to 
its teaching as orthodox, meaning ‘rightly believing’, as 


many 
churches 


opposed to the mistaken beliefs of the heretics; only 
later did this term come to be applied to the Church 
itself. . 


For many centuries, the local Churches all had their 
own forms of worship, while of course sharing the same 
faith and communion. The Oriental Orthodox 
Churches still do: these are the Coptic and Syrian 
Churches, and the Churches of India, Armenia and 
Ethiopia. Although they have been separated from the 
Eastern Orthodox since the fifth century, both families 
of Churches have kept the same faith and there are 
hopes that communion will be restored before too long. 
Here, however, I will concentrate on the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches. 


the way we worship God expresses 
our faith; and what we do and say in worship 
guides and informs our faith’ 


Over many centuries contact was diminishing between 
the Greck-speaking Churches of the Eastern 
Mediterranean and Rome in the West, which finally 
ceased to be in communion with the other Churches 
around the 11th century. The Orthodox Churches 
eventually came to adopt the same forms of worship; so 
when missionaries {rom Constantinople converted the 
Russians and other Slav peoples, these Churches, and 
their daughter Churches in turn, used the same services 
but each in their own language. 

Continued overleaf 
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The icon comer is also central to 
prayer in the home. 


The term ‘orthodox’, ‘rightly believing’, also suggests 
another interpretation: ‘rightly giving glory. 1hls 
connection is important to Orthodox Christians: the 
way we worship God expresses our faith. It also works 
the other way round: what we actually do and say in 
our worship guides and informs our faith. When 
someone ale ‘What is Orthodoxy?’, it is hard to give a 
description that is not misleading. The best advice 1s, 
‘Come and see’. 


What you will see every Sunday, because it lies at the 
heart of our faith and our worship, is the 
commemoration of Christ's resurrection. It is presented 
through a combination of Psalms and other scriptural 
readings with special texts interweaving Old and New 
Testaments with the teaching of the early Church 
Fathers, set into the framework of the cucharistic 
Liturgy and the daily services (Vespers, Matins). The 
week reflects on a small scale the annual cycle of the 
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Pykhtitsy monastery, Estonia. The monasteries are cenip 
of pilgrimage. res 
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Church’s calendar, in which Easter is the ‘feast of 
feasts’. Even the most infrequent of church-goers tend 
to appear towards the end of Holy Week, when the 
long and majestic services take us day by day, even hee 
by hour, through the Passion, death and burial of 
Christ. At midnight on Saturday, the darkened Church 
is suddenly filled with the light of everyone’s candles as 
the priest proclaims the Resurrection. 


The experience of the Easter celebration is of such 
importance to Orthodox Christians, especially where 
life for Christians is difficult, because it brings us face to 
face with the reality in our own lives of Christ’s power 
to ‘trample down death by death’. The feast has the 
same focus as the icon, which shows not the moment of 
resurrection (for this is shrouded in mystery) but the 
new cosmic reality in which Christ, armed with the 
cross, tramples on the gates of hell which symbolise 
captivity to death and raises up with himself the human 
race. 


‘the passage of time is no longer 
marked only by the sun and the seasons; 
the daily, weekly and annual cycles of the Church 
link every point in time with some aspect 
of God’s work of salvation’ 


The preparation for Easter is the great fast of Lent: six 
weeks, plus Holy Week, in which Orthodox Christians 
eat no meat, milk, eggs or anything that comes from an 
animal. The rhythm of fasting and feasting, going be 
to the earliest years of the Church, teaches us t0 
recognise the goodness of all God's gifts and ae 
them as they are offered, without being dominated 09 
Our Own whims and fancies, 
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When you go into an Orthodox Church, the first thing 
you are likely to sec is the icons; people venerating 
icons, lifting children up to kiss them, lighting candles 
before them. ‘Icon’ is the Greek word meaning /ikeness, 
it is a representation of Christ or a saint painted 
see to a tradition of what the person actually 
looked like. The visible icon helps us to worship 
because we are creatures of flesh and blood, not 
disembodied intelligences; but the basic reason that 
they can be painted at all is that God has become a 
creature of flesh and blood. In Christ, he has become 
part of the material world; so, far from coming between 
us and God, matter provides ways in which he draws us 
closer to himself. 


We believe that through the work of the Holy Spirit, 
matter can become holy; and we believe the same of 
porne: The saints, those who are transparent to God's 

oliness, are important people in the life of the 
Orthodox Christian; particularly the saint whose name 
we receive at baptism. Their icons, too, surround us in 
church. and at home; we believe that they join in our 
worship and, like our living family and friends, support 
and sustain us by their prayers. 


The orientation towards God which is holiness - not at 
all the same as individual virtue - is the goal of the 
Orthodox Christian’s life. Many people seek the 
guidance of a spiritual father or mother, a person of 
holiness and discernment. Orthodox Christians also 
derive great strength from the monastic tradition, for 
the monasteries have traditionally played a prominent 
role as the spiritual centre and source of renewal for 
the community around them. Their witness teaches us 
the same lesson as we learn when we stand in a 
traditional church building, with every wall and pillar 
covered with icons: wherever your eyes wander, they 
are brought back to the works of God. 


Elizabeth Theokritoff is the General Secretary of the 
Fellowship of St Alban and St Sergius in London. 


The series continues in June with an article on the 
Church of Scotland. 


Next month, Point 3 continues its series of special 
issues on the world’s major religions, with a look at 


HINDUISM 


Al Easter special foods are prepared 
to break the fast, and taken to the 
church to be blessed. 


Cathedral of the Assumption and All Saints, 
67 Ennismore Gardens, London SW7 1NH (Russian) 


Cathedral of the Holy Wisdom, 
Moscow Road, London W2 (Greek) 


Church of St Lazar, Bourneville, Birmingham (Serbian) 
Addresses of all Orthodox Churches in Britain can be 
obtained from the Fellowship of St Aiban and St 
Sergius, St Basil's House, 52 Ladbroke Grove, London 
W121 2PB. Tel: (01) 727 7713. 


This year Easter Day falls on April 1 


a 


Wherever you look, you are brought back to God and His 
saints. (The Serbian Church of St. Lazar, Birmingham.) 
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD 


The Revd Michael Lay 


Jesus made claims for himself, and then laid them as 
obligations on his disciples. He said, ‘I am the light of 
the world’, and he also said, “You are the light of the 
world’. It is a good text for Toc H, whose symbol is the 
lamp. 


The other evening I was visiting someone, and we were 
sitting talking as the day began to draw in and it got 
darker and darker. Our conversation was flagging, and 
it was as if we were becoming more and more tired. 
And then his wife came in and said, ‘Why are you 
sitting in the dark?’, and switched on the light. 
Immediately we sat up, and our conversation became 
lively once more. 


It’s like the way we talk about the long evenings of 
winter: they're no longer than those of the summer, the 
difference is that they're dark. When we draw the 
curtains at 4 o'clock it is easy to start a sort of evening 
hibernation, when it’s difficult to get on with jobs and 
easier just to sit in front of the television. The short 
winter days have an effect on people’s capacity for 
work and on their health. One of the reasons we don’t 
feel so fit in the winter is that there isn’t much light. 


That’s part of what Jesus meant when he said, ‘I am the 
light of the world’. We need him to cheer up and 
brighten our relationships with ourselves, and with one 
another and with God. But he not only said, ‘I am’, he 
also said, “You are’. This is what Toc H is all about: 


reflects on Jesus the joker, full of fun. 


‘unselfish sacrifice and unselfish service’, signified by 
the light of Toc H which has been kindled again 
tonight. 


Jesus was one of those people with a radiant 
personality: he illuminated conversations and 
discussions, he brightened the day for everyone he met. 
But usually the picture we have of him in our minds is 
of the ‘man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. There 
are so many portraits of him as if we knew what he 
looked like - have you ever seen one of him smiling or 
laughing? But that’s what he was like. 


Think of his sense of fun: the nicknames he gave his 
friends; how he called the quick-tempered brothers, 
James and John, ‘Sons of Thunder’, or Simon, the 
impetuous one who was always putting his foot in it, 
“The Rock’. 


A little while ago in this church we had a big young 
people’s service on the theme of ‘happiness’, and one 
part of it was about Christian humour. I re-wrote quite 
a number of the stories of Jesus to bring out his sense 
of humour, and quoted some of his ‘one-liners’. We 
have grown so used to them that we often don’t realise 
what a delightful sense of humour he had. What about 
the man who was so mean that he used an old wine skin 
for new wine and it burst so that the lot was wasted? Or 
the Pharisee who strained a gnat out of his wine, and 
then swallowed a whole camel, hump, ugly head, 


A Movement 
IN TUSE 7 ei rete 


There is a story about a man and his smal! son. The 
father placed his son on top of a wall and called to him 
to jump. ‘Don’t worry,’ he said, ‘TIl catch you. Trust 
me.’ The boy jumped and his father caught him. Again 
the man placed his son on the wall and called to him to 
jump. The boy jumped again and his father caught him. 
Yet again the same thing happened. And again his 
father urged the boy to jump. “Trust me,’ he said. The 
boy jumped. Father moved away. His son fell to the 
ground. ‘Let that be a lesson to you’, said the father. 
“Trust no-one.’ 


That is a tragic story. A world without trust would be a 
world where relationships were superficial and all 
actions governed by suspicion. All transactions would 
require bonds and guarantees and assurances. We 
would be a hunted and haunted people. 


for trust to grow we must first take the risk 
of trusting someone; only then, paradoxically, 
will a real trusting relationship develop.’ 


But perhaps that picture is not so far from the truth. In 
1989 Central Council’s resolution on the future of 
Toc H described our society as ‘disabled by mistrust’. In 
my own work and experience I have secn many 
communities and personal relationships which have 
become broken and fragmented. Often it is a breach of 
trust which has caused the breakdown. 
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In all relationships where trust is lacking there is 
insecurity and protectiveness. But then trust is a 
delicate thing. The slightest carelessness will mar it for 
ever. Trust must be constantly built and risked. And 
because trust is based on relationship, this is a two-way 
process. I must not only risk trusting others; I must also 
become worthy of trust myself. 


For trust to grow we must first take the risk of trusting 
someone; only then, paradoxically, will a real trusting 
relationship develop. If I begin with suspicion, there is 
no chance that trust will ever be built. And that trust 
must be based on a belief that you will always act out of 
love. It means trusting that you will always do what is 
right, not that you will always do what I want. 


Perhaps this all too much. In the end, all trust fails 
because we are human and sooner or later we will let 
others down. Then there comes the need for 
forgiveness, the rebuilding of relationship and the 
risking of trust once again. Except that there is a trust 
which will never fail: trust in God. Here is an object of 
trust which is unchanging. In the resurrection came the 
proof of a lave which will never let us down even in the 
face of cruelty, doubt or disloyalty. God’s love is 
stronger even than death. It cannot be damaged or 
weakened even by crucifixion. Amongst all the other 
interpretations of it, the story of the resurrection carries 
a message which unequivocally presents God as 
absolutely trustworthy. He will never let you down. 


‘Behind the ebb and flow of things temporal 
stand the eternal realities.’ 


I don't really need to remind Toc H members that this 
phrase is the key to Toc H. I don’t need to tell you of 


"> 
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ply knees and all...and never even noticed? 
ade Unionists complaining about the man aaa d 
anly an hours work, but ot paid the same as everyone 
else? Or what about the blind man? He wanted to cross 
the road, so he ey es someone and said, ‘Please help 
me across the road’. And the other chap said, “Yes of 
course, take my arm. But they had only gone a few 
paces when, crash, they fell into the ditch. ‘What do 
you think you're doing?’ said the blind man. ‘Sorry’ 
said the other, ‘I’m blind’. v’, 


If we are to learn from Jesus how we are to be the light 
of the world, we need to be sure we've got him right 
The man who was crucified for us was not a gloomy, 
melancholy ascetic; he was a young man, full of joy and 
the glory of life. Think of him with the children, like a 
Galilean Pied Piper, who would watch them playing at 
weddings and funerals, laughing around him and 
squealing with delight as he picked them up. 


John wrote that the light which is the light of Christ 
‘lightens every man who comes into the world’. When 
he came into a room, the whole place lit up. And Jesus is 
calling you, the members of Toc H, as he calls me and 
all other Christians, to be the light of the world. That 
sounds very presumptuous. But it isn't, if we think of 
the light that we are to provide as light reflected from 
living close to Christ. 


Where the Christian goes, every place should be one 
degree brighter because light has entered, light from 
the life of Christ, who is the light of men. 


E This article is adapted from an address given at the 
North London District’s Rededication Service last 
September. 


Illustration: Catherine Lamb 


E The Revd. Michael Lay is padre of Mill Hill Branch. 
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the hope and peace and God that men found in Talbot 
House amongst the hopelessness, futility and horror of 
1915. But then, perhaps it is worth a reminder. 


‘Through an elaborate, iron-grilled doorway I 
could hear the sound of laughter and music, and 
pushing through the door I heard myself at once 
in a different world. It was amazing, I felt like 
Alice when she stepped through the 
looking-glass. There were soldiers all round me, 
of course, and army slang in the air, but, in 
stepping across that threshold, I seemed to have 
lejt behind me all the depression and weariness 
of the street... . 


After some hesitation I climbed the narrow 
stairway into the Upper Room - I knew nothing 
then ofthe loving care that had transformed the 
hop loft into a sanctuary. I knew nothing of the 
manifold sacrifices that had provided furniture 
and decorations; nothing of the many thousands 
who had there made their last communion Or ©, 
those others who had been confirmed beneath 
the raftered roof. I did not even know of the rude 
carpenter’s bench beneath the beauty of the altar 
cloth. But this I knew at once - that I had 


my 


entered “a very school of peace” ` 


The heart of our movement is not jolly socialising nor 
€ven the hard struggles of developing friendship. At its 
heart lies the important discovery that ‘Behind the ebb 
and flow of things temporal stand the eternal realities. lt 
1s that conviction which continues to give it direction 1n 
the future. 


Yet throughout the movement there is a lack of trust 


that others will maintain the truths of Toc H properly. 
This is evident in comments like ‘what are they at 
headquarters up to now?’, the attitudes which consider 
only one section of activity ‘real Toc H’, the criticisms 
of the traditions of the movement or of the newer 
ideas. I do not need to spell out the details of these 
things. You know where and who you trust and those 
areas where mistrust reigns. 


While the Council comprises the trustees of Toc H, we 
all hold in trust the whole of the movement. Are you 
worthy of that trust, to build it and maintain it and risk it 
in your everyday life? Can / trust you to transmit the 
spirit of the movement? Can you trust me to do the 
same? 


In a world where the barriers between east and west, 
black and white, communist and capitalist appear to be 
being eroded, it is imperative that our international 
relationships begin with building trust. In our own 
society ‘disabled by mistrust’ Toc H has a clear mission 
and message to ‘create opportunitics for people to 
meet’ and so help to break down the barriers and build 
trusting relationships. 


To claim a conviction in the future of the movement 
requires that we recognise that Toc H is in God's 
hands. We have a trust. We are entrusted with this 
truth. God trusts us to maintain and transmit that truth. 
We in turn necd to learn, practise and develop trust for 
each other but, most of all, trust in the unfailing Spirit 
of God who will lead us in our future work. 


E This article is based on the final address to Central 
Council 1989 by the Revd J Alan Johnson, National 


Chaplain. 
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Barclay Baron, former Editor of the 
Toc H Journal, wrote that ‘To conquer 
hate would be to end the strife of all 


the ages, but for men to know one 
another is not impossible, and it Is 
half the battle. Toc H is about 
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This month, Frank Rice looks at 
Toc H’s role in ecumenism, and 
argues that an open mind is even more 
important than an open door. 


An Open Mind 


‘Does Toc H simply attract a particular type of person or 
does it take in all sorts and change many of them?’ | have 
been asked that question more times than I can count. I 
can answer it only from my own experience. Toc H 
took me in as a very unlikely 55 year old recruit and it 
has changed me fundamentally. That is why, in 
considering Toc H’s contribution to Christian unity, I 
have to talk about myself. I make no apologies for that. 
At the heart of Tubby Clayton’s message was, and is, 
the importance of each human being. That is why, 
throughout its 75 years, Toc H has brought together 
unlikely people - usually to help in a particular job; it is 
why so many of us have changed as we have worked 
together; it is why our history is filled with ordinary men 
and women who have grown in spiritual stature and 
come to influence others. 


I have become involved in work for unity among 
Christians. That is not because I am unaware of the 
importance today of the wider interfaith dialogue: I 
know some of those concerned with this work and I 
respect them and what they are doing. But my personal 
concern is to tackle two problems of faith that I meet 
every day in myself and in others. The first is the 
scandal of differences, suspicion and even antipathy 
among followers of Jesus. The other side of the coin is 
the danger of ‘indifferentism’ - surrendering vital beliefs 
in a vain search for a lowest common denominator. 


Of course, major Church leaders have talked about 
ecumenism for many years. As an aware Roman 
Catholic, 1 knew of the great reaching out by Pope 
John XXIII; I read the Vatican II decree (already 25 
years old!) which many Catholics saw as spring coming 
out of winter; I have seen the efforts of the various 
Councils of Christian Churches. But although I did not 
disapprove of this ‘ecumenism from the top’, it failed to 
touch me. 


Then Toc H hit me with ‘ecumenism from the bottom’. 
The person to. person approach, the growth in 
understanding among men and women brought up in 
uite different traditions - that is what caught me. 
ming to Toc H by chance in middle age, I found my 
bigotry being battered by the welcome I had from the 
first members I met. The first four I met - all leaders in 
the movement at that time - came from totally different 
church traditions. (I shall resist the temptation to name 
names!). Yet it was clear to me that somehow they 
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shared a common faith, that they respected each other 
and that they were all offering me a genuine welcome. 
That was my first culture shock. The second came a 
year or so later when I argued angrily with a colleague 
about the acceptance of ‘non-Christians into the 
movement. I believe that I won the argument but I 
went away both unhappy and reflective. Slowly, I came 
to realise that my ‘defeated opponent’ was right and 
that I was wrong. I re-read Bob Knight’s Honest Test. 
My conversion was under weigh! I grew to realise what 
Tubby Clayton’s mission had been, what Toc H was 
about. I was learning from my colleagues that, with 
faith, as with race, what we have in common as sons of 
God is infinitely more important than our differences; 
that, seen in this light, the differences themselves can 
enrich relationships rather than water them down. 


‘it has become natural now for me to accept 
people where they are. This “non-judgmental” approach 
isnewto me and I know that my Toc H experience 
has led me to it’ 


Since those days, much of my experience has served to 
strengthen that growing understanding. I have come to 
spend time working (and sometimes worshipping) with 
different Christian bodies. For the past year, I have 
been visiting a long term prisoner and I suddenly 
realised that it had never crossed my mind to look for a 
Catholic prisoner (though there are plenty of them!), or 
to query my prisoner friend’s beliefs or even to ask him 
what he'd done. It has become natural now for me to 
accept people where they are. This ‘non-judgmental 
approach is new to me and I know that my Toc 
experience has led me to it. 


Toc H has always been ahead of its time in this 
ecumenism from the bottom’. We have lapses and, © 
course, we have our backwoodsmen. When I was 
working with Toc H on Merseyside, I was once fiercely 
attacked by a very senior member because I had 
allowed a Unitarian group to meet in a room in the 


Liverpool Mark! (I hasten to add that, later, this very 
member became one of my closest associates- 
Nevertheless, within Toc H, the main thrust has always 
been towards meeting and accepting people where they 


stand and I can see more than one reason for this. 


In the first place, Toc H has always been inclusive, not 


exclusive, (For some time, I wondered why we attracte 


X A 


those taking part were the Chelmsford Dancers. 


so few Roman Catholics - though those who came were 
always welcomed and usually stayed - but I soon found 
where the fault for that lay!)From its foundation, Toc H 
was required to welcome all and to offer personal 
friendship to all. No member or branch could live up to 
that demand and remain exclusive. Then, within Toc H 
at its best, we have always been more concerned to 
learn from each other than to preach a rigid law. That 
is why we have been able to bring together the most 
unlikely people. It is why, having brought them together 
for a task, we have so often been able to move them 
from mutual suspicion to co-operation and from 
co-operation to commitment and to reaching out to 
others. 


‘please God, we shall always have members 
up to their necks in action. But, as a movement, we must 
never let the action become an end in itself? 


So, despite the occasional fall from grace, Toc H has 
come closer to achieving its real aim than any other 
movement I know. My own experience has taught me 
that it changes people; and 1 believe that changing 
oumelics and others is the only way to change the 
world. 


Yet I see two main dangers as we move into the last 
quarter of our first century. Both spring from a 
tendency to go for the form rather than the essence. 


The first of these is resistance to change. Particularly as 
we get older, too many of us cling to old forms, old 
ceremonies, old patterns of mecting and working, old 
language. A wise Dominican writer once said: ‘Image 
breaking is not less part and parcel of human life than 
image making: it is not less part and parcel of man 5 
religion and no less essential to it. For the fixed image 
evokes the fixed stare, the fixed loyalty which may blind 
man’s vision to the claims of further and wider loyalties 


The main service at the Toc H Festival in 1980 was held at the Roman Catholic Westminster Cathedral. Among 


Photo: Scott Shaw 
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and so paralyse the human spirit and crush its inherent 
will to advance and to venture.'(1) Itis the spirit of Toc H 
that matters and it must be free to express itself in the 
mode and language of the time. 


The second danger is to confuse activity with the 
purpose of activity. We have always had our ‘jobs’. But, 
when Toc H is at its best, the real value of the work is 
that it brings us closer together. Please God, we shall 
always have members up to their necks in action. But, 
as a movement, we must never let the action become an 
end in itself. It is becoming too easy to become so 
involved in committees, in ‘business’ that we forget that 
we came together in 1915 for one towering purpose. 
We must take care that we do not fall from that high 
purpose - coming closer to each other and thus coming 
closer to God, the Father of us all. I recall John Calff’s 
warning that most great movements start on the 
mountain top and end round a committee table. 


It is Toc H that has led me to share in the work and 
worship of every Christian body in my area and has 
helped me to work as a prison visitor. 15 years ago, I 
would never have gone near a prison and I wouldn't 
have been seen dead in an Elim Pentecostal church. I 
know from what has happened to me that that is how 
Toc H works. I know from my reading and observation 
that that is how Toc H has worked effectively with 
thousands of ordinary men and women for 75 years. It 
calls us to action but the action is not the end: it is 
simply the means of leading us into spiritual growth, 
into real friendship with all our fellow men, into moving 
closer to our common Fathcr. 


B® Frank Rice is a former Editor of Point 3. 


a From God and the Unconscious by Victor White 
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etters 


We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters with full name and address 
will be considered for publication. 


OTHER FAITHS 


I support the lctter from Revd 
Canon Hugh Potts in the January 
issue of Point 3. His suggestions are 
similar to those followed during the 
1950s in Uganda. There were 
various members other than 
Christians, like myself, who fully 
appreciated the background of the 
movement and the practical 
implications of the Four Points of 
the Compass. There were four 
Hindus, one Parsee and onc Sikh. 
Some of them even held various 
offices and made their contribution 
in this way. I was secretary and 
treasurcr of the Kampala men’s 
Branch, then the chairman and 
finally the chairman of the whole of 
Uganda (men’s) Toc H. I used to 
attend, and occasionally led, prayers 
in All Saints Church in Kampala. 
There was also a mixture of 
Christian denominations - a Roman 
Catholic was Secretary of the main 
branch for about two years. 


Uganda, in those days, was in a true 
sense a multi-racial country. People 


CE 


of Point 3. Please apply to: 


Tel: 01 959 3866 
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To order your tickets for the 


TocH 
75th Anniversary 
Concert 


Sunday June 3 at 7.30 at St John’s Smith Square, London. 
The Amadeus Piano Trio will play: 
CETTE ESS RR SOIT R E T E K502in Bflat 
[ERUDITE Bice ASS eR EE Opus 1 No 3 in C Minor 
LATED A Scere: 8 ES RE A aa aaen Opus 87 in C Major 

Reserved seats at £7.50 are available in advance to readers 


Michael Rawling, 10 Uphill Rd, Mill Hill, London NW7. 


of different races and faiths realised 
that without one voice E 
togetherness any hoped-for p 
could not be achieved. This unity 
found in Toc H was praised by Sir 
Andrew Cohen, the then Governor 
of Uganda, and there was a 
reference to Toc H’s worthy work 
in one of the official reports. The 
mixed group of Toc H played its 
part in a number of useful activities 
and was respected and well trusted. 
We had a good, experienced leader, 
the late Charles Potts MC, who was 
Commissioner of Toc H in Uganda. 
Many well-known people from 
Toc H UK paid visits to see the 
result. In short, nobody had any 
regrets. 


I give you this information not to 
flood the movement but because it 
deserves the attention of would-be 
members from other faiths. 


J H Patel 
London 


Mr Patel would be happy to talk 
to any branches in the Greater 
London area about his memories 
of Toc H in Uganda between 1950 
and 1963. His address is 16 Priory 
Terrace, London NW6 4DH. 


BASIS OF CHRISTIANITY 


My letter of October 1989, in reply 
to that of Brig. Goozee in June, was 
intended as a response to his 
attempt to show Christianity as an 
evil-based religion. I was not 


denigrating the Old Testament at 


all, as John Anderson seems 
think (January 1990). The oj 
Testament is very definitely a lesson 
of ‘How odd of God to choose the 
Jews’. It is also very much else - and 
everything John Anderson says, J 
heartily endorse. J have studied the 
book thoroughly and, of course 
there are specific references to the 
coming of Christ all through it. 


I am so sorry, though, for the 
Brigadier, whose letter in the 
December 1989 issue blatantly 
reveals that although he has read 
the Old Testament he cannot see jn 
it what John Anderson can. 
Perhaps Mr Anderson’s letter 
should have been directed at the 
Brigadier rather than at me. I do 
not know off-hand how far apart 
Broughty Ferry and Middleton 
Stoney are, bul it would do Brig. 
Goozee a lot of good to attend Mr 
Anderson’s Bible class or vice versa. 
We all interpret the Bible to suit 
ourselves. It is quite clear to me that 
out of all the horrors in the Old 
Testament - and there are many of 
them - our God did actually find 
those who were prepared to spread 
abroad the loving Christian faith 
promulgated by Jesus which has 
spread into every corner of the 
world. 


Oh, how spiritually blind can some 
people be! 


Revd C A Cardale 
Totnes 


WE HENT 
HEARD ROM 
YOU ATENY! 


DEADLINE 


All letters.and news items for 
the June edition of Point 3 
should reach the editorial 
office no later than 19 April. 
Please send them to: 

The Editor, Point 3, 

Toc H Headquarters, 

1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


review 


All shapes and Sizes 


G AS FRIENDS 
ACO of the Samaritans 


by Michael de la Noy 


Collins, £4.50 


shortly Be murdering 
Jaywright Joe Orton and then 
the Piling suicide, Ken Halliwell 
went to see the Samaritans. ‘It was 
no good’, he is pes to have 
said afterwards, - ‘they just make 
cups of tea’. In 1985 the Samaritans 
took 6,000 calls a day, two million 
calls throughout the year. The fate 
of most callers is unknown, but 
sharing their suffering is an 
organisation about which few 
people know very much, including 
many of those who have personally 
contacted the Samaritans. Who 
they are, how they work, what they 
do and, just as importantly, what 
they do not do are admirably 
explained by Michael de la Noy. His 
book is an observant, critical and 
humane analysis of the inside of an 
organisation by an outsider. 


In 1967, 


As a non-Christian former 
Samaritan I was intrigued to be 
asked to review a book by a 
Christian magazine, to note that the 
publishers of Acting as Friends are 
Collins Religious Publishing and 
that the author was a former press 
officer to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The irony is, of course, 
that the eponymous Samaritan was 
(obviously enough) not a Christian, 
but just as the Good Samaritan has 
become an example of Christian 
virtue, so the organisation founded 
by a prebendary at St Stephen 
Walbrook Church in 1953 appears a 
religious one to many members of 
the public. The early years may 
indeed have been sustained by 
some evangelical fervour, but one 
of the qualities of the ‘Sams’ is that 
they embrace all and no creeds; 
most remarkable of all, they never 
Judge callers. A Catholic Samaritan 
told Mr de la Noy that whilst she 
had to listen to callers ‘confess’ to 
abortion, homosexuality, adultery 
and other ‘sins’, she was not 
Concerned with their actions, but 
with their feelings: ‘Samaritans do 
not attempt to run people's lives or 
© moralise’. Acceptance is 
everything. 


Surprisingly, Samaritans do not give 
Avice. There are no agony 


MORE 
BOOKS! 


Friends of the late Hu 

m 
mee may be interested Aa 
a that a new biography of 
pan by his son Christopher 
aS just been published 
Humphrey Blake was a 


devoted member of 

and all proceeds from ne 
ot the book are to be divided 
equally between Toc H and 
the Wadham College Appeal 
Fund. Times and Seasons is 


available from Mendi 
Publishing, Castle Cary 
Press, High St, Castle Cary, 


Somerset BA7 7AN at 
inc P&P. at fae 


aunt-like prepared responses to 
callers who have lost a partner, who 
have cancer or who are 
unemployed. And no volunteer 
says: ‘I know just how you feel’, 
because no-one can know the 
peculiar brand of suffering that 
another individual human being 
may be going through. A phone call 
to the Samaritans is no ordinary 
conversation: the Samaritan forfeits 
his or her ‘go’ in the turn-taking 
that marks normal conversation and 
the stage is surrendered to the 
caller, who, like the volunteer, gives 
only his or her first name. And 
unlike most other conversations, 
there is rarely a prospect of the 
same caller talking again to the 
same volunteer. 


Michael de la Noy has the insight to 
identify the limitations of the 
Samaritans’ work. Theirs is an 
emergency service, not capable of 
providing long-term support. There 
is a limit to what the individual 
Samaritan can do. Other 
organisations can give advice or 
practical aid, but the volunteer who 
does not know the identity of a 
caller is limited to listening and 
showing compassion. For some this 
may be the only way of coping with 
the stresses of the work as once the 
possibility arises of one being able 
actively to ‘do something for 
someone in distress, guill at ‘not 
doing more’ can swiftly move in. 
Recognising one’s limitations as a 
volunteer is an important part of 
the work of the Samaritan. 


There are acerbic observations, one 
of my favourites being the contrast 
between delayed adolescent 
neurosis let loose at an Open 
University summer school and the 


- +. and Charles Roach, a 
member of Toc H since 1926, 
has just published an account 
of his experiences in 1946 
when he went Cycling Through 
Africa. It is full of lively 
accounts of his four month 
Journey - the people he met, 
his encounters with lions, his 
Impressions of the Victoria 
alls. In a foreword, the 
Right Honourable Viscount 
Tonypandy, PC, DCL, writes: 
It has something for 
historians, for geographers, 
for the young and for the old. 
I can honestly say it thrilled 
me to read the manuscript’. 
The book is priced at £8.95 
and is available from The 
Book Guild Ltd, 25 High St, 
Lewes, Sussex. 


relaxcd, mature reveling at a 
Samaritan Conference could not be 
greater’. And like any other ‘small 
pond’, the author notes, ‘the 
Samaritans will inevitably attract 
minnows with aspirations to swim to 
the top against less fierce 
competition than they would ever 
encounter in ICI or politics’. 


It has to be said that some parts of 
the book will appeal mainly to Sams 
past and present. For instance, the 
dates that new (and largely 
autonomous) branches sprang into 
being, at the rate of one every cight 
weeks over 25 years. And all Sams 
will recognise what Mr de la Noy 
describes as the ‘benevolent 
despotism’ of day leaders, duty 
directors and directors within cach 
branch. But there is also an 
excellent discussion at the end of 
the book of the place of suicide in 
our own and other societies: 
‘people have been condemned to 
death for attempting to commit 
suicide and ostracised for failing to 
do so’, and ‘just to confuse the issue 
even further...the Church of Rome 
condemns suicide, yet in order to 
qualify for martyrdom it is necessary 
to seek death’. This final chapter 
‘Not Like an Ordinary Death’ is an 
essay worth reading in its own right. 


Samaritans are amateurs - from the 
Latin, we are told, amare, to love. 
But are thcy special? Mr de la Noy 
leaves us in no doubt: there is 
nothing special about Samaritans. 
They come in all shapes and sizes. 
Just like callers. 


E Mark Paulson is. ‘ Executive 
Secretary of the British Dental 
Association. 


Caring 
for Carers. 


by John Stevens 


Weymouth and Westham Branches 
have successfully carricd out a task 
in the true style of Toc H by 
responding to a need identified by 
Social Services. Although resources 
are available to care for the elderly 
and handicapped in their own 
homes, the burden of day to day 
caring falls on relatives and friends. 


Many of these carers are 
themselves elderly and they tend to 
become isolated from society. The 
challenge to Toc H, then, was to 
offer friendship. Regional staff and 
councillors discussed what could be 
done and decided to suggest to the 
South Dorset branches that they 
might like to invite Carers to a 
Christmas Party as an initial step - 


the branches unanimously agrecd. 


Below 
the Surface 


Pen Bayley is a Long Term 
Volunteer with Toc Ii, based at 
Lindridge House in Devon. She 
describes some of the work she’s 
been doing there over the past 18 
months, and what it means to her. 


My basic tasks were to reclaim the 
pond at the bottom of the garden of 
Lindridge House, and to set up an 
adventure playground. So for my 
first year, I spent most of my 
weekdays going round seeing 
builders, begging strange and 
wonderful things from them, and 
then ringing friends and strangers 
to sce if they'd come for the 
weckend and make some use out of 
whatever we had been given. 


By the end of the year, we had dug 
oul the pond, it had a bridge across 
it built by the Marines and there 
was a new gable ended duck house 
on one of the islands. There are 
now pathways round the pond for 
wheelchairs and raised flower beds 
alongside them, again for the 
wheelchair-bound. There’s a shed 
for tea-making and a barbcque, two 
large rabbit and guinea pig houses, 
a goat house, a wendy house and a 
magical trec house. 


Living here are 10 rabbits, one 
uinea pig, 12 ducks, four geese, 
our doves, two goats and two 
ponies. Everyone who uses the 
house can help feed and look after 
12 


The Carers’ party, which consisted of 
a sit down tea for 30 


The party was a great success and 
the next stage is for mcetings to be 
held, with a view to finding out 
what the needs of Carers are how 
Toc H can best respond. Another 
get-together is being planned for 
Easter! 


E John  Stevéns is Central 
Councillor for South Dorset 


A 


Feeding Time at the zoo - Pen with 
some of the inhabitants 


the animals, as well as playing with 
them and indulging in pony rides. 
Anyone who wants to help feed the 
animals chooses one to adopt - any 
contribution accepted (even the 
Director has a rabbit. named 
Biggleswick). Local shops have 
been roped in too - they now keep 
all the bread and vegetables they 
would normally throw out. I collect 
it cach day and it goes a long way to 
keeping everything fed. 


All sorts of different people were 
involved in doing the work. Every 
weckend, for example, a couple of 
prisoners came out and all in all 
about 14 different ones have been 
along. One of them, Jeff, came for 
11 months and really became one of 
the family. He's now a provisional 
member of Toc H and he’s brought 
his family up from Cornwall since 
his release to show them what he 
had worked on. 


Plans for the rest of this year 
include open days cach weckend, 
when we hope that anyone who has 
a couple of hours free will come 


round’ 


Neeps, latties 
and the 
Selkirk Grace 


by Frank Howlett 


The women's branch of Coupar 
Angus, in common with most 
villages, towns and societies jp 
Scotland, honoured the Scottish 
bard with a Burns’ Supper on 
February 1. Some 50 senior citizens 
were entertained with the 
customary menu of haggis, neeps 
(turnips or swede) and tatties 
(potatoes), scones and oatcakes - 
preceded, of course, by the Selkirk 
Grace (see below). This was 
followed by solos in the Scots 


along and help to keep the garden 
and grounds under control. I’m 
producing ‘Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat’, which 
Philip Douch is directing, and which 
will be put on at Channings Wood 
Prison as part of the 75th 
Anniversary celebrations. It will 
have a cast consisting of prisoners, 
mentally handicapped adults, the 
gencral public and Toc H members, 
who will be joined by children from 
a local primary school and others 
from a special school. This is one of 
the most exciting things I've ever 
been part of. I’m also organising 
dinner parties at Lindridge House: 
the idea is that local people will pay 
to come and thus act as a fund- 
raiser for Toc H. I'm also getting 
together a mixed group of people to 
visit an Old People’s Home in 
Kingsteignton - quite a busy year! 


Doug Ward (Chairman, S 
District), with Melissa 


Devon 


| 


cottish dances, games and 


S 
dialect i gancing by two talented 
pighland daat highland costume. 
jassieS ““iadies sported their 


Many ye tartan skirts and one or 
distinc!” the kilt. Needless to 
roceedings were concluded 


men wore 
al ited rendering of ‘Auld 


The Selki ace 
hae meat and canna eat 
lack meat that want it 
meat and we can eat 
the Lord be thankit. 


Some 
Some 
We hae 
And sae 


Frank Howlett is Central 
Councillor for Tayforth/Highland 


(North) 


The Winsford Branch of Stockport 
District had a two night pub crawl 
which raised £532. The money will go 
towards their annual holiday for 
deprived children in the town and 
surrounding area. 


“Tt has meant a great deal to me to 


be an LTV. For the first time I have 
felt part of something other than 
my own family. I’ve made good 
friends and had a great deal of fun. 
I've also had to learn to grow as a 
person in order to be able to do my 
job. I had never been very good 
with people, especially people I 
didn't know, so just to believe that I 
could go out and ask complete 
strangers to help was quite a 
mountain to climb - and it was 
another mountain actually to do it! 
But I did and the response was 
great I feel I’m moving and 
learning and growing all the time - 
it’s hard work, but it’s worth it! 


A full feature about Lindridge House 
appeared in the October 1989 edition 
of Point 3. Copies are still available 
from Toc H Headquarters. 


ee z She broke her . leg, and found 
She c] using the wheelchair path that 
°and Kathy had made! 


Photo: Chester Chronicle 


people who have spent time 
working on the pond and adventure 
playground at Lindridge: 


‘Rarely have I spent a weekend 
which I found so enjoyable - and 
disturbing. . . it was for me not just 
an enjoyable social occasion but 
also, in more ways than one, an 
education. . . I have had a fairly 
sheltered, protected life really and 
have certainly never before come 
into contact with prisoners. I guess I 
was full of all the prejudices that 
our society and TV burden us with - 
and yet here were two nice guys 
working as hard and willingly as 
anyone else. . . Thanks from me are 
due for being given the chance to 
see below the surface and realise 
that things shouldn’t always be seen 
at face value’. 


Here are some comments from ‘We had a volunteer who was 


confined to a wheelchair, two lads 
who were deaf and communicated 
through sign language, two 
volunteers from the local prison - 
and yet despite their differences 
they all worked well together and 
accepted the other members of the 
group without reservation. The 
work itself was hugely enjoyable, 
with a chance for everyone to utilise 
existing skills or try new ones, from 
brick-laying to path-building, 
carpentry to slate roofing. ... 


Another image that stands out is of 
the reactions I witnessed when I 
brought a group of mentally 
handicapped adults down to the 
pond ...They were able to feed the 
ducks and geese and watch the 
animals playing - I will never forget 
the rapturous look on onc lady's 
face as she cuddled a baby rabbit to 
her’. 

Kim 


‘The project was an experience that 
will stay with me for a lifetime. . . 
I’ve met and worked alongside so 
many good people and made a lot 
of good friends. . . To see the 
happiness it’s brought to so many 
roups visiting makes it seem so 
fiule to give up some time to a 
worthwhile cause. What Tve 
noticed and liked about Toc H is 
that I've met people from all walks 
of life and they've all been more 
than helpful and friendly. . .’ 

Jeff 


Helen creosoting the shed 
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Sdate 
mem bers 


The following members were 
registered during January and 
February: 


Miss Nicola Jenkins 
(Bridlington Action Grp) 
Miss Gwen Harper, John Oliver 
(Chalfonts) 
Brian Willis (Cleveland District) 
Andrew O Edgar (Duns M) 
Mrs Margeret Massey 
(Mansfield Woodhouse J) 
Mrs Jean G Hipkiss (Netherton W) 
Derek Adams (Treforest M) 
Mrs Dorothy Lower, Mrs Dorothy 
Mackellow 
(Tunbridge Wells East Grp) 
Mrs Pauline and Philip C Patten 
(Winsford J) 
Mrs Catherine Riby, Mrs Dorothy 
Jenkinsson (Wolds District) 


Welcome to 14 new members 


Continued from 
previous page 


points <<<<<< 


Broughty Ferry Branch has been 
successful in their request to the 
Dundee District Council to 
commemorate Toc H's 75th 
anniversary in the Council's flower 
carpet bedding scheme. The park 
manager has promised to depict the 
Toc H logo in the Albert Square 
Gardens in town later in the year. 
He proposes to use some 9,000 


y in the composition. 


Branch, along with 
members and friends from all 
around, joined in welcoming 
Director John Mitchell to the 
Municipal Hall last autumn, where 
he gave an ‘inspiring’ address. The 
Mayor and Mayoress of the town 
were also present, as was the Toc H 
Regional Chairman, Mary Edwards. 


aunton 


hard Branch members gathered 
at the United Reform Church in 
Axminster to plant a cherry tree in 
memory of their senior member, 
Hubert Sutton, who died recently. 
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farewell — 


to Joyce Leather, who left the staff 
at the end of February, after 12 1/2 
years in the Finance Department at 
headquarters. 


‘Over the years,’ says Joyce, ‘I must 
have received money for Toc H 
from many of you and I have valued 
the friendship. I’ve particularly 
enjoyed meeting all the staff - and 
sorting out their expenses claims! 
But I do feel that sitting in the 
office at headquarters doesn’t give 
a proper picture of Toc H, and the 
highlight for me was visiting Webb 
House and Ucanduit last year - 
then I felt I was meeting the real 
Toc H’. 


obituaries —] 


We regret to announce the death of 
the following members: 


In November 
M R ‘Percy’ Bearham (Falmouth) 


In December 
Dora A Wright (Swannington) 
George S Kemp (Selkirk) 


In January 
Sadie Bishop (Worksop) 
Janet A L Chambers 
(East Worthing) 
Joyce Cholerton (Derby District) 
Leslie G Foreman (Felpham) 
Owen R Fulljames 
(S.E. Hanis District) 
Ivan M Taylor 
(Green Street Green) 


Not previously recorded 
M D J ‘Dot’ Evans, Morfydd 
Williams (Bargoed) 


George Potter had been a Vice President of 
Toc H since 1979. But his links with the 
movement went back further than most now 
living. George was a member of the Boys’ Club at 
St. Marys Portsea, before the first war, while 
Tubby Clayton was Curate. Throughout his life, 
George was an inspiration for Toc H in 
Portsmouth District and for several years in the 
50s was Chairman of Southern Area, He was 
forced to give that up through the illness of his 
devoted wife Florrie, and for many years he cared 
for her at their home in Waterlooville. It was one 


congratulations 


to Hilda Stokuis and Terry Downes 
of the High Wycombe Friendship 
Circle, who were married on 
March 3 1990. 


Joyce is moving on to work as 
Accounts Executive with another 
local charity called ‘Calibre’, which 
creates talking books for the blind 
and disabled. 


We wish Joyce every success in her 
new job and every happiness in the 
future. 


Photo: lan Pearce 


and to Judith Rice, who left at the 
end of March and is now working 
for The Tablet. 


of his deepest satisfactions to meet the present 
new generation of Toc H members in Southsea, 
young enough to be his great-grandchildren, at 
the Home where he lived for his last few years. 
The local branch met in his room each month and 
the gap his passing leaves cannot be filled. 

AGK 


George Potter died on November 7 1989, just a 
few weeks short of his 97th birthday. George first 
met Tubby Clayton before the First World War 
and their mutual respect and admiration lasted 
throughout their lives. When the formation of 
Toc H was discussed, George was one of the first 
to be contacted. 


He will be sadly missed and we give thanks to 
God for his life. 
HK 


Brian Howitt was a very loyal member of 
Scunthorpe Branch for more than 40 years. He 
had served as treasurer for many years and at the 
time of his death was still treasurer for Humber 
District. We shall miss his willingness to serve the 
movement very much. 

JMR 


Toc H has lost a great individualist, an extremely 
hard worker and a very warm-hearted gentleman. 
Norman Statham died very suddenly in 
November, leaving all who knew him stunned. 
Everything he did was done Norman's way and 
he was always in the thick of things and always 
made an effort to get the details right. He was 
treasurer of about 20 organisations and held the 
White Horse Vale District treasurership of 
Toc H. He was a wonderful friend and we shall 
all miss him. 

FW 


PercyBearham, who died in November 1989, was 
a member of Falmouth Branch for over 50 years, 
and served as secretary for at least half that 
period. His unfailing cheerfulness and gentle 
nature endeared him to all who knew him. He 
will be sadly missed by us all. RG 


We give thanks for their lives 
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Advertisement Feature 


Ray Rogers, of ‘Identiplug’, is a 
former volunteer at Ucanduit, the 
Toc H project in Newcastle. 


Identiplugs offer an ideal, neat 
method of avoiding an office or 
domestic crisis! The identiplug fits 
over a standard three pin plug, 
clearly identifying the device to 
which power is being supplied. 


An Interview with Ray Rogers. 


Q. How did you first hear about 
UCANDUIT? 


A. Initially I came seeking advice 
on computers as I was writing a 
book on how to succeed in business 
and needed help with spelling and 
grammar. That was two and a half 
years ago. I found it invaluable, 
because there were people to advise, 
and I feel that small businesses 
should have access to such facilities 
ona short term basis. 


Q. What about the normal person 
ooking for work. Is computer 
literacy important? 


Sesa feel it does make people 

E employable and apart from 

aething else, it stretches your 
ind and gets you to think. 


Q. Are the spege 

Üc facilities adequate at 
UCANDUIT - ; ‘ 
and software? both in machines 


fon here is plenty to keep you 
in that d but the system falls down 
jihat the printers could do with 
E eT d quality to give a more 
understand. finish. Towever, Í 
startin and that most people are 
i 8 from scratch and therefore 
acilities shouldn’t be too 


complicated. One thing that stri 
me is that there is fe oe 
that I know of where you can use 
computers, and be tutored, at 
virtually no cost whatsoever, and 
that has to be a good thing. If you 
borrow a computer from a friend, 
you always feel that you are 
imposing, but I didn’t get that 
impression at UCANDUIT. 


Q. Are you saying that you found 
the staff always had time for you? 


A. Yes indeed, and in fact if I 
come across anyone who wants 
to know about computers, I always 
send them along to UCANDUIT. I 
feel it’s a great asset to the 
community. I never felt I was under 

ressure and the staff were always 
friendly and helpful. 


Q. You seem to have been an 
inventive sort of person. Is there 
anything in particular you are 
proud of? 


A. Well yes, the book, which has 
taken me three years to write. It is 
basically to inspire others to 
develop ideas, those who perhaps 
have no capital or assets but 
determination to succeed. All of us 
have within us the capacity 


inventive. 


Q. Willyour pook help to market a 
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requesting them to part with their — 


py: resources, All three aspects 
Se pS as without asking we 
nt receive. My fundraising 
priorities are national needs - e.g. 
M House, Friendship circle 
ional development, projects, 
Headquarters, etc. I seek finds for 
these activities from trusts, com- 
panies and statutory authorities. 


Assistance for local fundraising. I 
currently receive about one request 
He week. I am always pleased to 
elp, although I must say, much of 
the work behind my answers has 
been the effort of Liz Badger, who 
recently left Toc H to have a baby. 
To further assist local fundraising 
efforts, it is my intention to publish 
occasional articles in Point 3. 


to do 


well. Identiplugs is a 
particularly useful product and can 
be used in every home, and there 
are approximately 60 titles to 


choosefrom. Ihave a big order 
from Guide Dogs for the Blind for 
braille Identiplugs because blind 
people don’t know which plug is for 
which appliance. So it’s not only 
meeting a need, but raising money 
as well. By buying Identiplugs, 
people are raising money for 
TOC H. 


Q. Is there anything else you would 
care to add? 


A. Just to say, thank you for this 
opportunity of advertising in Point 
3. And if anyone has a good idea or 
invention, I would be happy to talk 
to them about it - advice is free! I 
can be contacted through 
UCANDUIT. 


Order Forms and further details are 
available from 


Ucanduit Two 

Unit 13 

176 Elswick Rd 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE4 6SL 


Tags are three for £1 + 20p postage. 
Extra tags at 35p each. 
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QM90 


QM 90 is a celebration in London, on 27th June, to mark the 90th 
birthday year of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother. 
During the early evening there will be a huge event, based on Horse 
Guards Parade, which will include bands, choirs, processions, a 
fly-past etc. We are hoping that Toc H will be able to have a 
contingent in the main procession. 


To be ready if we get a ‘Yes’ from the organisers, we are now 
recruiting volunteers to take part. We are applying to enter a group 
of 25 people, and we want to ensure it is a wide mix of age, shape, 
colour. So, we shall NOT be taking first come first served, but 
selecting the 25 who might best show the diversity of Toc H. It will 
not be limited to members, and any friend of Toc H is welcome to 
offer himself. Volunteers will have to be there from 9 am, for 
rehearsals, and the event will be over at 7.30 pm. 


If you can offer your time to this, please write to: John Mitchell, Toc H, 
1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP22 6BT. 


Scared of Missing 
the Next Issue 
| of Point 3? 


Don’t rely on other people to show you their copy; 
make sure you get one by taking out a personal 
peo For just £3.60 a year* you could have 
Point 3 delivered to you every month. Here are just 
some of the things you'll be reading about in the 
coming months: 


Our series of special issues on the world’s great 
religions will continue with a look at Hinduism and at 
Buddhism. We shall be examining some of the issues 
facing us in Britain today, such as the threat of AIDS 
and the ERON to mental health. Our ‘Starting Point’ 
series will continue with articles on Talbot House and 
Tubby Clayton - and Point 3 itself! We'll be examining 
some more of the Christian denominations. And we'll 
be continuing our special 75th Anniversary series, “To 
Know One Another’. All this plus our regular book 
reviews and, of course, news and views from within the 
movement. 


Take out your subscription to Point 3 now by sending 
this form to: 

Toc H Despatch Department, Toc H HQ, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Bucks, HP22 6BT. 


Please send me Point 3 each month for one year. I 
enclose cheque/postal order for £3.60 (payable to 
Toc H). 

Name 


Address 


*Any contribution towards the cost of postage will be 
gratefully received. 


Toc H Colsterdale Centre 
celebrates 


75 YEARS of TOC H 


with a 


GRAND 
BALL 


at the 


GRANBY HOTEL, 
HARROGATE 


featuring 
The Dance Band Section of 
the Yorkshire Volunteer 
Regiment 


by kind permission of 


the Regimental Colonel, 
Colonel AE Gaynor OBE 


on 
Saturday 28 April 1990 


Tickets: £12.50 including 
buffet, available now from the 
Toc HH Colsterdale Centre, 
Healey, Masham, Ripon, N 
Yorks HG4 4NN. 


small 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 10p a word (minimum £1) plus VAT, to 
Point 3 Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Hythe, Kent - homely accommodation in 
member's home. Bed/breakfast and/or evening 
meal or full board, very reasonable rates. Enquire 
Nesta Cock, 7 Tournay Close, Lympne, Hythe, 
Kent CT21 4LL. Tel: 0303 269407. 


Wanted - 100 overweight people! Tel: 0274 
582434 ; 


MEGA-MESSAGES for birthdays, anniversaries, 
special events etc. Your message printed in 6 inch 
high letters. Up to 25 characters for only £4.95 
(rsp P&P). Send name, address, message and 

heque/P.O. to MEGA-MESSAGES, 73 
MANOR PARK, WASHINGTON, 
TYNE/WEAR, NE37 2BX. Allow 14 days. 
(Enquiries, longer messages, credit card orders 
tel.091-4166275). 


Ralse funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc. gold stamped to your 
requirements, Details: Northern Novelties 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 
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